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After the 1970s, the political and economic relations between China and ASEAN 
countries have gradually improved, and enjoyed full momentum in the past 20 years. 
In this process, due to their unique position and advantages ethnic Chinese 
entrepreneurs in Southeast Asia have played an important role. In this dissertation, 
ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs in ASEAN-5 will be taken as the research object, with 
detailed assessment of their economic status and political influence and a basis on the 
historical changes in the ethnic Chinese national identity, while the focus will be on 
their role and behaviors in the relations between China and ASEAN countries. 
In recent four decades, ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs of Southeast Asia have 
deeply integrated into the local society. Their compelling economic position is not 
only one of the pillars to maintain Chinese Societies in ASEAN countries, but also has 
laid a solid foundation for the Ethnic Chinese entrpreneurs to get involved in 
inter-State relations. After World War II, the Overs as Chinese societies in Southeast 
Asia has evolved into the ethnic Chinese societies, and the new national identity and 
citizenship constitute a basic starting point for behaviors of the Ethnic Chinese 
entrepreneurs. And the political influence embodied in the Ethnic Chinese 
entrepreneurs’ political participation has provided an important basis for them to enter 
the inter-state relationship between their host country and China. 
In the process of political contacts between China a d ASEAN countries, the 
Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs play a fairly active role. Before establishing (or 
resuming) diplomatic relationship, the Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs had acted as 
envoys behind the scenes; after establishing (or resuming) diplomatic relationship, 
they help push forward the official contact and promote nongovernmental diplomacy. 
Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs’ positive behaviors are driven partly by the emotional 
factors, but more of a rational choice of the pursuit of "interests" and the expansion of 
social capital. Their activities are also subject to the influence of Ethnic Chinese 
living environment and government attitude in ASEAN countries, China’s foreign 















bilateral trade, Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs have always been a leading force in the 
trade between ASEAN countries and China. The markets in both countries, trade 
networks, leading position in the commercial field have constituted a strong 
competitiveness for Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs when t ey are engaged in trade with 
China. Their efforts greatly promote China’s exportation. While at the same time 
stimulate ASEAN’s exports of bulk commodity to China. The large-scale investments 
in china by Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs also greatly boost bilateral trade. In the field 
of mutual investment, Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs of Southeast Asia are pioneers in 
foreign investment in China. For more than 30 years, s the main driving force in 
ASEAN investment in China, their investment scale keps expanding. With 
demonstration effect and the role of a bridge, they make a great contribution to the 
successful use of foreign investment to promote China's rapid economic development. 
Currently, increasing number of Chinese enterprises come to invest in ASEAN 
countries. Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs who are familiar with local conditions, and 
have experience of cooperation with foreign capital, coupled with a common cultural 
background, have become the ideal partners for China’s enterprises. In the 21st 
century, the implementation of China-ASEAN Free Trade Area is more of 
opportunities than challenges to Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs. They are practitioner 
and orienteer of trade and investment in the FTA, and lso a driving force to the 
construction of CAFTA. 
Historical experience shows that Ethnic Chinese entrepreneurs are important 
resources in both China and ASEAN countries. Increasing economic ties with China 
probably would increase their “Chineseness” and strengthen their ethnic identity, but 
will not lead to “Resinification”. As citizens of the country of residence, their 
behavior can not go beyond their national interests. 
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